The emergence of the field of political marketing has highlighted the prominence of communication towards shaping the candidates' image and building long-term relationships with voters. The linguistic characteristics of the political speech presented by candidates allow them to communicate to voters the superiority of his or her attributes over those of opponents (Kaid, 1999). Political campaigns are dynamic struggles between candidates to define the informational context for voters. Early researches (Kaid, 1981 (Kaid, , 1986 suggested that political advertising has cognitive and behavioral effects on voters. It communicates the brand promise of a candidate blending functional and emotional benefits that voters gain from their relationships with a candidate.
The Significance of the Study
This study attempts to approach the presidential election discourse through the prespective of Jef Verschueren' s LAT which has not been tackled in the previous studies. Verschueren' theory explains language use from cognitive, social and culture aspects and assumes that language use is a continuous making of linguistic choices with different degrees of salience for the purpose of adaptation. A political language is a process of verbal communication. In language using, it has a high initiative to choose the pragmatic strategies, and high degrees of consciousness participation. It adapts the communicative context dynamically considering all the ingredients of the communicative context. At the same time, the choices of a political language have high degrees of political consciousness and standpoint.
The Model of the Study

Jef Verschueren's LAT
The 'power' of LAT lies in that it offers an explanatory and coherent theoretical framework for the research of language use. The essence of this theory may be summarized as follows:
Verschueren proposes that "using language must consist of the continuous making of linguistic choices, consciously or unconsciously, for language-internal (i.e., structural) and/or language-external reasons" (Verschueren, 1999, pp. 55-56) . It is further explained that choices are made in the aspects of communicative strategies as well as linguistic forms. In fact, the language user is under an obligation to make choices whenever he/she enters the dynamic process of communication. Furthermore, choices are made not only by language politicians but also by interpreters, and both types of choice making are of equal importance for the success of communication. It deserves our attention, however, that all choices are made with varying degrees of consciousness.
The view that language use is a process of choice making is based upon the three properties of language, namely, variability, negotiability and adaptability.
Variability is the property of language which defines the range of possibilities from which choices can be made; negotiability is the property of language responsible for the fact that choices are not made mechanically or according to strict rules or fixed form-function relationships, but rather on the basis of highly flexible principles and strategies; adaptability is the property of language which enables human beings to make negotiable linguistic choices from a variable range of possibilities in such a way as to approach points of satisfaction for communicative needs (Verschueren, 1999, pp. 59-61) . It should be emphasized that the three notions are not separate topics of investigation but interrelated properties of the overall research object for the pragmatic perspective. The former two are necessary to the adequate understanding of the third property, which is a higher-order notion in the hierarchical ranking. Figure 1 indicates that all the linguistic and extra-linguistic factors related to a language phenomenon are within the visual field of "context". Specifically, we should take all components of the communicative context into account in order to examine their interadaptive relations with linguistic structures. Ingredients of communicative contexts include language users (utterer and interpreter), mental world, social world, and physical world. Besides the communicative contexts, linguistic channel and linguistic context also belong to the contextual correlates of adaptability. The structural objects of adaptability include the structures at various layers of linguistic organization and the principles of "structuring". The dynamics of adaptability involves the dynamic generation of meaning in communication, or the ways in which communication principles and strategies are used in the making and negotiating of choices of production and interpretation. The salience of the adaptation process accounts for the fact that not all linguistic choices are made with equal degree of consciousness; instead, some are highly motivated while others are virtually automatic with the functioning of medium of adaptability mind in society. The above four angles of investigation are not separate research topics but focal points in one coherent pragmatic approach to language use. None of them can either be ignored or underestimated because of an adequate pragmatic perspective. Their relations can be illustrated in Figure 2 (Verschueren, 1999, p. 67) : they are necessary and inter-related ingredients. It is considered that context and structure are the locus or 'place' where the dynamic processes of adaptation take place with different degrees (or status) of salience. In other words, the use of language is a dynamic process of mutual adaptation between linguistic structure and context at different levels of salience. The idea conveyed by Figure 2 not only sketches out the general picture of the LAT but also lays a sound theoretical foundation for the present study. So far as the research of a political discourse is concerned, the present study suggests that the continuous making of linguistic choices from the repertoire of forms and strategies to approach different pragmatic functions, which has taken a shape within the scope of Verschueren's LAT. Moreover, since variability, negotiability, and adaptability are universal properties of language, a political discourse makes no exception. The producing and consuming of a political discourse are no doubt results of the dynamic adaptation between contextual and structural correlates of adaptability. All the above considerations can be accounted for from the four focal points proposed by the LAT. Therefore, they are chosen as the theoretical foundation of this study.
The Research Questions
This study addresses the following research questions: 1) What roles do culture and 'power' play upon the 'identity' of a candidate as evident in his/her linguistic choices in his/her political discourse?
2) How does a candidate employ hislinguistic repertoire offered to construct a recognizable 'identity' in his political discourse?
The Research Hypotheses
This study is based on the following research hypotheses:
1) Culture and 'power' play an important role upon the 'identity' of candidates as evident in his linguistic choice in his political discourse.
2) A variety of strategies are used by a political Arab candidate employing hislinguistic repertoire to construct a recognizable 'identity' in his political discourse.
Methodology
Data Collection
The collected data of this study is the speech of the Muretanian candidate, Ahmed Dadah during the presidential election period in 2009.
Data Analysis
The data of the study is analyzed, as shown in Table 1 , according to Jef Verschueren's LAT focusing on specific lexis and sentence structures which operate as indicator to 'identity' and 'power'. ‫اﻟﻤﻨ‬ ‫اﻳﻬﺎ‬ ‫اﻟﻤﻨﺎﺿﻼت‬ ‫اﻟﺤﻴﺔ‬ ‫اﻟﺪﻳﻤﻘﺮاﻃﻴﺔ‬ ‫اﻟﻘﻮى‬ ‫وﻣﻌﻜﻢ‬ ‫اﻷﻋﺰاء،‬ ‫ﺎﺿﻠﻮن‬ because it is the only way out of the bad situation that has been prevailed in Mauritania and represented more than ever in the successive crises that fumbled-at all levels-especially during this year and almost threatened our unity and stabilization. But this did not happen because of God's care the hard struggle that you dear female and male strugglers did make with the active and efficient democratic forces. We imposed the Dakar agreement which has divided the authority for the first time into political forces without thankfulness to start the stage which is the firstof its kind after the failure of the revolution in which the Mauritanians have registered the certificate of the death of the military revolutions, God's willing.
 Use of striking words, phrase and short sentences:
We imposed ‫ﻓﺮﺿﻨﺎ‬ agreement ‫اﺗﻔﺎق‬ ‫اﻟﺴﻠﻄﺔ‬ ‫ﻗﺴﻢ‬ divided the authority ‫ﻣﻨﺔ‬ ‫ﺑﺪون‬ without thankfulness  The use of juxtaposition :
We imposed ‫ﻓﺮﺿﻨﺎ‬ agreement ‫اﺗﻔﺎق‬  The use of images by using personification:  ‫اﻻﻧﻘﻼب‬ ‫ﻓﺸﻞ‬ thefailure of the revolution  ‫اﻟﻌﺴﻜﺮﻳﺔ‬ ‫اﻻﻧﻘﻼﺑﺎت‬ ‫ﻣﻮت‬ the death of the military revolutions  The use of religious statements.
He intends to motivate his voters to believe more in the necessity of changing their political situation. He confirms the fact that the solutions of the problems lie in God's willingness and the potential of the Mauritanians to change and guide the country to a good situation.
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‫أﻳﺘﻬ‬ ‫اﻟﻤﻮاﻃﻨﻮن‬ ‫أﻳﻬﺎ‬ ‫اﻟﻤﻮاﻃﻨﺎت‬ ‫ﺎ‬ ‫أدﻧﻰ‬ ‫أو‬ ‫ﻗﻮﺳﻴﻦ‬ ‫ﻗﺎب‬ ‫اﻟﺬﻳﺒﺎت‬ ‫اﻟﺘﻐﻴﻴﺮ‬ ‫ﻣﻦ‬ ‫واﺣﺪة‬ ‫ﻣﺴﺎﻓﺔ‬ ‫ﻋﻠﻰ‬ ‫اﻟﻴﻮم‬ ‫إﻧﻨﺎ‬ . You male and female citizens. Today we are at the same distance from the change that is about to be done. . I invite you all on the eighteenth of July to go to the voting and choose the candidate who will provide you with stability and peace of mind and get rid of the injustice and eliminate poverty through programs. These programs are essentially revolutionary based on study, planning and rigor in achievement and funded from our big wealth. They are the results of good governance and management of the facilities and projects of the country, the reform of the vast agricultural lands and distributing them to the needy, the development of the national capital, and bring in foreign investment the distribution of wealth in the comprehensive developmental project from which everyone benefits. for Mauritania which does not know grudges and, the unitied Mauritania, where one does not live at the expense of the other, but Mauritania which is open, prosperous. It respects the citizen and meets the internal and international commitments.There is no way of closing mouths nor threatening opponents, butit works in respecting individual and public freedom, and ensures equality without discrimination or favoritism.It puts an end to the forms of special provisions and the provisions of fake democracy, by which you cannot achieve your hope, because it is not beneficient.
 Repetition of the key words:
‫اﻟﺪﻳﻤﻘﺮاﻃﻴﺔ‬ democracy ‫ﻣﻮرﻳﺘﺎﻧﻴﺎ‬ Mauritania  The use of religious statements:
‫ﺟﻮع‬ ‫ﻣﻦ‬ ‫ﺗﻐﻨﻲ‬ ‫وﻻ‬ ‫ﺗﺴﻤﻦ‬ ‫ﻻ‬ . It is not beneficient.
He is motivated to make his voters believe in him as being having the potential to be the president of Mauritania by comparing his future policy with the policy of the current government.
www.ccsenet.org/ijel I invite you to to continue what we have used to have fromyou; that is discipline, calmness and high democratic awareness by which the world has been fascinated, and you have proved that you have deserved the true democracy and the true change that we have promise to provide you with. I call on all the candidates to respect your choice honorably in order to preserve the national peace and the social harmony because any attempt for fraud or misrepresentation of the results is a red line. I call on the valiant armed forces and the profession of security forces to maintain the same distance from the candidates and keep away from the political disputes and respect the voters's choice, because it is a red line. The intented aim is in your hands; vote for me on the voting day. Give me your trust, and I'll be as you expect me because we need the change in particular the change in the time of harmony and stability, the time which I propose to you. You should have for the benefit of our children and for the future of our country.
 Repetition of key words:
‫ا‬ ‫ﻟﺘﻐﻴﻴﺮ‬ changethe ‫اﻟﻤﻮاﻃﻨﻮن‬ citizensthe  The use of striking words, phrases and short sentences:
‫اﻟﻤﻨﺸﻮد‬ ‫اﻟﻬﺪف‬ The intented aim ‫ا‬ ‫ﻟﺘﻐﻴﻴﺮ‬ changethe ‫واﻻﺳﺘﻘﺮار‬ ‫اﻟﻮﺋﺎم‬ ‫ﻇﻞ‬ in the time of harmony and stability  Persuasion through personality and stance.  Enumerating the procedure the Mauritanians should follow in order to achieve their main aim which is the change to good life.
He intends to motivate his voters to believe more in the necessity of changing the political and social situation of Mauritania. He confirms the fact that the only factor which achieves their aims and dreams are believing in him and in their potentiality to change.
23
" ‫أﻧﻴﺐ‬ ‫وإﻟﻴﻪ‬ ‫ﺗﻮآﻠﺖ‬ ‫ﻋﻠﻴﻪ‬ ‫ﺑﺎﷲ‬ ‫ﺗﻮﻓﻴﻘﻴﺈﻻ‬ ‫وﻣﺎ‬ " ‫وﺑﺮآﺎﺗﻪ‬ ‫ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ‬ ‫اﷲ‬ ‫رﺣﻤﺔ‬ ‫و‬ ‫ﻋﻠﻴﻜﻢ‬ ‫اﻟﺴﻼم‬ ‫و‬ The only compromise I put my trust on is God on Him I rely. Peace be upon you and Allah's mercy and blessings be upon you.
 The use of religious statements.
He is highly motivated to end his speech by praying to God for help him to succeed.
The Results
Political advertising reflects the uniqueness of an indigenous culture. In communication, a politician's cultural background affects the overall message form.
Variability is meant to cover the entire range of variable options that are assumed to be accessible to language users for them to make choices. This property of language is of crucial importance to the fulfillment of communication. A political discourse possesses a wide range of variations, which makes interdiscursive texts possible and flexible in communication. In the present study, variability refers to the linguistic diversity manifested in interdiscursive texts in terms of element complexity, a political discourse types and application domains.
The existence of political discourse variability, on the one hand, shows the diversity and complexity of interdiscursive texts in linguistic forms and, on the other hand, it accounts for the difficulty in the research of a political discourse.
While making linguistic choices, language users continuously weigh up the different principles and strategies to make sure the chosen ones can help to achieve the communicative goals. It is a natural characteristic of language use that there is no one-to-one correspondence between linguistic form and function. Therefore, communication is full of indeterminacies, which are not only a consequence but also a prerequisite of the dynamics of language use.
Since the dynamic negotiation is based upon certain principles, it should be pointed out that the notion of principles is usually put forward as opposed to another concept of rules in the sense that principles are much more flexible than rules. Specifically, rules of language cannot be violated in order to keep the generated sentences well-formed and acceptable, while principles may be either followed or flouted, which would result in different communicative effects or realize distinct communicative goals. It is the functioning of these principles that makes negotiation possible. So far as a political discourse is concerned, there is no such fixed rules that can tell a politician when and why to mix interdiscursive elements. Instead, a politician produces the interdiscursive texts on the basis of flexible principles with the efforts paid to meet the communicative needs.
The choices in the functioning process of a political discourse are made with different degrees of consciousness or awareness. Some choices are highly motivated by the communicative goals while others are made automatically with a lower degree of consciousness.
A political discourse functions as a means of linguistic adaptation. It realizes various pragmatic effects. Communication through the functioning of a political discourse is a dynamic process of mutual recognition/tracing of each other's motivation.
Due to the differences of the motivations and mechanisms behind the functioning of a political discourse, there are diversified kinds of communicative functions associated with this linguistic phenomenon. From the adaptations perspective, a political discourse is not only one of the mirrors reflecting the tendencies of discursive and social development but also one of the tools endowed by language to enable users to satisfy their communicative needs in the short term and to contribute to their survival in the long term as the outcome of successful adaptation.
During this linguistic choice process, the choices are not made mechanically or statically but rather dynamically in a negotiable manner. Based upon this negotiable choice making, a political discourse is produced so as to adapt to variables of the physical world, variables of the social world, and variables of the mental world. Then as a natural consequence of a politician's choice making and adaptation, there come the interdiscursive texts which manifest great variability in terms of element complexity.
The Dadah's electional speech consists of 818 words. The analysis of the frequently used words, phrases and short sentences in his speech was undertaken yielding following results as shown in Table 3 : As shown in Table 3 , Dadah uses more simple words, phrases and short sentences in order to shorten the distance between him and his voters. He intends to make his audience more easily understand and accept his political speech.
Dadah uses simple present tense to present the domestic situation ranging from political to cultural fields at present. Depending on simple future tense, he refers to his future plans in order to refer to his government's objectives indirectly. He intends to arouse the Mauritania people's confidence toward him and his future government, as in Table 2 , No. 15.
The analysis of the ideological aspect of Dadah's electional speech links the discourse with the social processes and decipher covert ideology of his discourse. There is a direct relation between discourse and social 'power', in which 'power' is an abstract concept holding an infinitely important influence on peoples' lives, as in Table 2 , No. 14.
Different types of persuasions in Dadah's speech are used: persuasion through personality and stance in Table 2 , No. 22, persuasion through the arousal of emotion, as in Table 2 , No. 16 and persuasion through reasoning, Table 2 , No. 13. The purpose of using such a strategy is to manipulate the voters into agreeing with policies which really serve only the desire of a politician to gain or keep 'power'.
In his electional speech, Dadah quotes some verses from the Holy Quran in order to have more influence on people's mind and heart as a means of persuasion, as in Table 3 , No. 10.
It is noliceable that less threat is used in Dadah's speech because he intends to show himself as a person who never puts others in bad situations and he wants to show himself as the best person, as in Table 2 , No. 17 and 21.
Discussion
Jef Verschueren has stated that using language is a process of the continuous making of linguistic choices and adaptation. The processes of making linguistic choices have three properties, i.e. variability, negotiability, and adaptability. The adaptability of language is one of the most important properties in language use. It means that the purpose of linguistic choices is to meet the communication needs. The concept of adaptation assigns four angles to the description and explanation of language using: the investigations of the contextual correlates of adaptability, the structural objects of adaptability, the dynamics of adaptability and the salience of the adaptation processes, i.e., the degrees of consciousness in language use. They almost cover all the aspects of a pragmatic analysis of any given language use. In the present study, the four dynamics to which the functioning of Dadah's political advertising discourse gets adapted, are divided into three categories: variables of the physical world, variables of the social world, and variables of the mental world. As a natural consequence of these three different courses of adaptation making, various communicative functions of a political discourse are realized. This research analyzes the ideological components reflected in speech of Dadah to identify the framework of his ideological standpoint. The most significant aspect of this study is the way Dadah makes use of linguistic resources to create positive 'power' in his listeners.
